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Implementing FRBR in Libraries: Key Issues and Future Directions is
designed to bring answers in three ways: 

© to provide an overview of the current status of FRBR devel-
opment, 

© to identify the key FRBR issues that need to be addressed,
and

© to point to future directions of FRBR development. 

The book’s overall organization parallels these goals. The intro-
ductory Chapter 1 provides a brief background and overview of
FRBR by addressing several important questions: What is FRBR?
Why was it introduced? What are the potential benefits of imple-
menting FRBR? What is the current status of FRBR development?
What are the most critical and challenging issues facing FRBR
development? This chapter serves as a basis for further discussion
regarding the various FRBR developmental fronts covered in the
subsequent chapters.

Chapter 2 provides a detailed description of the FRBR model
and its components, illustrating the entities and their relation-
ships and giving an account of its evolving nature, including
developments proposed after FRBR’s publication. This chapter
also offers a discussion on other IFLA models linked to FRBR,
efforts to harmonize the FRBR model with other conceptual
models, and model-related issues. Chapter 3 discusses how the
FRBR model may influence and transform description standards
as well as cataloging and metadata practices, current standard
development, and necessary changes for the near future.

The next two chapters showcase examples of how FRBR has
been applied and implemented, and they present and discuss
related issues. Specifically, Chapter 4 provides an overview of cur-
rent FRBR applications in various settings (in traditional libraries,
digital libraries, consortia), and with regard to resources in vari-
ous media and disciplines. Chapter 5 reviews various efforts that
explore methods for implementing the FRBR model to create
more effective library catalogs. The chapter covers examples and
discussions of various implementation approaches and FRBR
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PREFACE

There is no doubt that the information environment which
libraries operate in today and will operate in for the foresee-
able future is quite different from the one that existed a half

century ago. Current cataloging standards, practices, and library
catalogs based on the information environment from decades ago
are facing great challenges in meeting users’ information needs
and facilitating information seeking in an increasingly electronic
environment. These challenges, facing both libraries and their
users, are urgent and real. Many people believe that if library-
based finding systems don’t evolve quickly, they will be replaced
by Internet-based search engines.

The library community has actively debated the future of
library catalogs as well as changes in cataloging standards and
practices for decades. In an effort to address both changes in the
information environment and related challenges, in 1998 the
International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions
(IFLA) published Functional Requirements for Bibliographic Records
(FRBR), which presented a new conceptual model of the biblio-
graphic universe with a strong user focus. The library community
embraced FRBR and has actively explored its potential benefits
for library professionals and library end users alike.

A decade after FRBR’s official publication, and despite much
lively discussion, creative exploration, practical development, and
active research about FRBR, it is still unclear to many how this
model may be effectively applied to the process of cataloging,
how cataloging-related standards and practices will be changed,
and how information systems may be improved to better meet
user needs and support information seeking in today’s ever
changing information environment. 
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implementation projects that have involved development of
FRBR–based systems, algorithms, and software for FRBR imple-
mentation. 

Chapter 6 provides a brief overview of research efforts related
to all FRBR developmental fronts with an additional focus on
gaps in FRBR user research and other critical areas that require
immediate attention. Chapter 7 presents a unified overview of
FRBR, issues, and future directions of FRBR development.

Two appendixes are included to provide supporting informa-
tion. Since there are a large number of acronyms related to
FRBR, Appendix A offers a comprehensive list of acronyms to aid
readers new to the field; Appendix B provides a collective list of
FRBR implementation examples referenced in various chapters. 

This book was designed to meet the needs of the following
audiences: 

1. Library professionals, such as catalogers, indexers, and
metadata librarians who need to know the latest state of the
model’s application, current issues that need to be addressed,
and changes in descriptive standards and practices 

2. Library and other information agency administrators who
need to be aware of the changes in practice and system
development to better plan and manage resources 

3. Reference librarians who need to know how a FRBR–based
catalog will improve their ability to more effectively help
end users

4. System developers and vendors who need to be aware of the
implementations and tools that have been developed and
tested thus far for future development 

5. Researchers and practitioners who need to know the latest
developments in the FRBR model, its theoretical framework,
and the most important issues that need to be explored and
systematically examined 

6. Library and information science faculty and students who
need a comprehensive account of all aspects of the FRBR
model
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FRBR offers libraries a new perspective and a broader view of
the bibliographic universe capable of meeting the challenges
facing both libraries and library users. FRBR shows great poten-
tial to help develop better systems for users, improve cataloging
efforts, and better manage resources in a digital environment.
Because of this potential, it is important that library professionals
continue to work to better understand FRBR, keep current with
its developments, and be aware of the related issues and future
directions in implementing it in libraries. Implementing FRBR in
Libraries: Key Issues and Future Directions is intended to fulfill this
need.
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